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Charitable Interpretation 
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The hit "Daar Gaat Ze" by Clouseau conjures images of a man watching a woman pass by 

with admiration, a theme explored throughout the ages in many art forms. But in 

today's era, where objectification has become a charged term, it also raises questions. 

Objectification, the process by which a person is treated or viewed as an object, has 

historically been tainted with a negative connotation due to the possible adverse effects 

on the 'object'. But is it possible to provide a charitable interpretation to the downsides 

of objectification? 

Firstly, one could argue that objectification in certain contexts represents admiration or 

appreciation. Consider art: paintings, sculptures, and even photography. These art forms 

historically celebrated the human form, often focusing on specific body parts or 
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features. In such cases, objectification can be seen as an expression of artistic expression 

or aesthetic appreciation. 

Furthermore, objectification in some scenarios can serve as a form of escapism or 

fantasy. Just as people enjoy books, movies, or video games where they imagine 

themselves in other worlds or as different persons, moments of objectification can offer 

a similar escape from reality. As long as these fantasies don't translate to harmful 

actions in the real world, they can be viewed as a natural part of human psychology. 

Yet, it's vitally important to stress that when objectification pertains to a living subject—

a real person—we must remain acutely aware of this dynamic. After all, a person is so 

much more than just their physical appearance or an aesthetic feature; every individual 

is a complex being with feelings, thoughts, desires, and experiences. The danger of 

objectification lies in overlooking or neglecting this complexity, leading to 

dehumanization and reduced empathetic capability. 

Moreover, it's crucial to emphasize that certain actions, even if they seem superficial, 

can be perceived by the 'object' as involuntary or unwanted. Take, for instance, calling 

out or whistling at someone on the street. While some might see this as a harmless 

form of appreciation or flirting, it can feel like an unwanted intrusion into their personal 

space and autonomy for the 'object' of this attention. It's essential to realize that such 

actions have repercussions, and what one person sees as an innocent gesture might be 

perceived as a form of intimidation by another. 

This leads us to a pivotal distinction: the difference between thoughts and actions. As 

long as men (or women) don't act non-consensually based on their objectifying 

thoughts, one could argue that this remains an internal matter for the individual 

concerned. While it's vital to promote awareness and education about the potential 

negative impacts of objectification, it's equally essential to recognize that we don't 

control the involuntary thoughts of others – or ourselves. 

As a society, our responsibility is to distinguish between thoughts and actions and 

understand that while we can support and educate each other about the potential 

downsides of objectification, we cannot judge each other for thoughts not acted upon. 

In a world full of nuances, we must learn to look at each other with compassion and 

understanding. 


